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B.O.L, 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
September 10, 1884 


Sir: 


I have to inform you that the Post Master General has fixed the rates to be paid for 
telegraph messages for the remainder of the current fiscal year, commencing on the 4th instant, 
as follows: 


“For day messages of not exceeding twenty (20) 
“words, exclusive of the date, twenty (20) cents for 
“distances within One thousand (1,000) miles, with 
“an additional charge of five (5) cents for every 
“additional two hundred and fifty miles, or fraction 
“thereof, but for no distance is the rate to ex- 
“-ceed fifty (50) cents. 


“For night messages of not exceeding twenty 

“(20) words, exclusive of date, fifteen (15) cents for 
“all distances below two thousand miles, and for 
“greater distances, twenty five (25) cents. 

“For both day and night messages an addi- 

“-tion of one fifth the rate is to be made for 

“every five (5) words on fraction thereof in excess 
“of twenty (20) words. 


“Provided, that in no case shall the Govern- 

“-ment be charged higher rates that the public 

“is charged for the same service. 

“All officers of the United States should en- 
“-dorse upon official messages transmitted by them 
“the words, “Official Business”, and should report 
“to the Postmaster General, any charge in excess 
“of the above rates.” 


You will please see that in making payments to the Telegraph companies, you do not 
exceed the rate authorized by the Postmaster General; and you will also comply with the last 
requirements of the Circular. 
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Very respectfully, 
R.E. Preston 
Acting Director 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


